
JUNE 2017

STC-133610

Published monthly for customers of SkyLine Membership Corporation and SkyBest Communications

www.SkyLine.org
www.SkyBest.com

NEED TO 
CONTACT US?
CUSTOMER SERVICE

LOCAL
118

TOLL-FREE
1-800-759-2226
REPAIR SERVICE, 24/7

LOCAL
611

TOLL-FREE
1-877-475-9546

Additional Local 
Repair Service Numbers:

ALLEGHANY
336-372-4444

(10-DIGIT DIALING)
ASHE

336-982-3111
(10-DIGIT DIALING)

AVERY
898-9250

WATAUGA
297-4811

JOHNSON
739-4500

LENOIR
929-2872

INTERNET TECH 
SUPPORT, 24/7

TOLL-FREE
1-866-759-7591

STAFF:
Jimmy Blevins

Chief Executive Officer
Kim Shepherd

Chief Management Officer
Angie Poe

Customer Service Manager
Jamey Jenkins

Retail Sales Manager
Karen P. Powell

Public Relations Administrator 
& Editor

Ashe Students Selected for 
National Youth Tour

Two area high school juniors–
Caroline Current and Jacob Key of
Ashe County– have been selected to
represent SkyLine Membership 
Corporation at the 2017 Foundation 
for Rural Service (FRS) Youth Tour in
Washington, D.C.

The tour, scheduled from June 3
through 7, provides students from rural
areas with a first-hand look at the
telecommunications industry, including
careers in telecom as well as the critical
role that telecommunications plays in
rural America.

Caroline is the daughter of
Cameron and Judy Current of West 
Jefferson. At Ashe County High, she has

been involved with Student Council, the National Beta
Club and Rho Kappa. As a member of the varsity tennis
team, she has received All-Conference honors, and on
the varsity soccer team, she has received the Coach’s
Award. In the community, Caroline has volunteered with
Ashe Outreach Ministries, the Ashe County Arts Council,
Christmas in July and through her church, First Baptist
Church in West Jefferson. 

Jacob is the son of Bill and Tina Key of West Jeffer-
son.  At Ashe County High, he has been involved with
Student Council, Beta Club, Science Olympiad, Robotics
and HOSA, and he is a member of the varsity tennis
team. He was a state finalist in the Verizon App Chal-
lenge, a semi-finalist in the Paradigm Challenge, a na-
tional engineering competition, and secured first place in
the state for Beta Build. In the community, he is a partici-
pant in the Dick Miller Youth Leadership Program through
the Ashe Chamber of Commerce and has volunteered
over 100 hours with his youth group at Fletcher Memorial 
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Please Support Area 
Relay for Life Events

SkyLine has been a supporter of the American 
Cancer Society’s Relay for Life for several years. In some
counties, we field teams; in other counties, our employ-
ees may be part of other community, family or church
teams. Collectively, we are all making a difference in the
fight against cancer.

Area Relay events began as early as May, and below
are additional Relay for Life events across our service
area. We appreciate your support! 
Watauga County                                                June 16
Watauga High School, Boone, NC

Ashe County                                                         July 28
Ashe County High School, West Jefferson, NC

Directory Corrections/Omissions
Yellow Pages Omissions/Corrections
Beverly Guy Accounting                     828-262-4591
895 State Farm Road, Boone

Caroline Current

Students see firsthand how Zach Davis controls movement of the Telepresence
Robot using a tablet device at the Career Fair.

Jacob Key

It’s Scholarship Season
Nominees for the 2017 Frank James-SkyLine 

Scholarship visited the cooperative on May 4 to learn
more about SkyLine, including its long history of provid-
ing advanced telecommunications services to the region
and its role as a cooperative to support member commu-
nities in the areas of economic development, education
and charitable outreach. Students also learned more
about the scholarship program and interview process and
other youth leadership opportunities. The 2017 winners
will be announced in next month’s newsletter.

Career Day at ACMS
SkyLine was one of several local

businesses to participate in the annual
Career Fair at Ashe County Middle
School (ACMS) on May 11. Students in
sixth, seventh and eighth grades at-
tended the one-day event in the school
gymnasium, moving from station to sta-
tion to learn about local careers and ob-
serve various business presentations and
demonstrations. Some businesses, in-
cluding SkyLine, featured various STEM-
based applications relating to science,
technology, engineering or math.

The SkyLine/SkyBest station included
demonstrations of the company's security
services, equipment used for fiber-optic
splicing and the Beam+ Telepresence
Robot, which gives the ability to be somewhere else at
the same time. SkyLine's Josh Lyalls led the Telepresence
Robot demonstration and controlled its movement via a
tablet device and the school's WiFi service. Students also
were provided information on youth leadership, scholar-
ship and internship opportunities.

SkyLine's Zach Davis
and Josh Lyalls are
pictured with the

Beam+ Telepresence
Robot, which was a
big hit with students
at the ACMS Career

Fair.



NATIONAL YOUTH TOUR CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Baptist Church to benefit Ashe Services for Aging and
Ashe Really Cares. Jacob also volunteers as a teacher
at NEST Camp for underprivileged children in Ashe
County. 

“We are so pleased to sponsor Caroline and Jacob
for this year’s youth tour,” said Karen Powell, SkyLine
Public Relations Administrator. “They are accomplished
in their academics and are active in several student or-
ganizations, and they exhibit a broad commitment to
service in their churches and community. This national
conference will further expand their horizons and pro-
vide an experience of a lifetime.”

Included in the four-day program are visits to the
U.S. Capitol and U.S. Supreme Court, along with infor-
mational sessions with representatives from the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) and the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture. A key focus of the trip is the
critical role telecommunications plays in rural America
and the impact policy development in the nation’s capi-
tal has on this industry.

The Youth Tour is filled with tours of some of the
nation’s most historic sites, including the Lincoln, Wash-
ington and Roosevelt memorials, Arlington National
Cemetery, Mount Vernon and the Smithsonian Muse-
ums. The Foundation is the advocacy arm of the Na-
tional Telecommunications Cooperative Association, of
which SkyLine is a member. Since 1996, SkyLine has
sponsored high school juniors from its service area to
attend.

Recipe of the Month

Summer Pizza
Instructions:

2 packages crescent roll mix
Flatten onto cookie sheet and bake a few minutes
less than directed on package, until golden brown. 
Let cool.
Mix together and spread over baked crescent rolls:
2 packages (8 oz.) cream cheese
2/3 cup mayonnaise
1 package (dry) Hidden Valley Dressing (or use ½
cup blue cheese dressing)
Top with chopped vegetables, pepperoni, salami,
sunflower seeds, etc. Refrigerate overnight.  Just
before serving, seed a tomato, drain off juice, cut
into tiny cubes and sprinkle on top.
Submitted by Karen James of Watauga Co.

Remember to Notify One-Call 
at 8-1-1 Before You Dig

Each year in North Car-
olina, lives are endangered,
money and time are wasted
and property is destroyed
because individuals fail to
follow safe digging prac-
tices. The “One-Call” sys-
tem, which is free to the

excavator as well as the homeowner, helps those
who dig comply with the safety rules and regula-
tions of the construction industry.

In a typical neighborhood, a complex web of
utility lines are buried under lawns, sidewalks
and driveways. When digging, one wrong move
might cause the community of residents to be
cut off from heat, electricity, telephones, water,
911 calls and other vital services. When you
make the free call to the One-Call Center, the
One-Call staff notifies their member utilities to
mark the ground with color-coded paint. After
the utilities are marked in your work area, you
have taken the first step to avoid damage or in-
jury.

In fact, North Carolina state law requires
homeowners, contractors and excavators to con-
tact the One-Call Center at least two business
days before digging. The North Carolina One
Call Center provides a toll-free telephone num-
ber, 8-1-1, to help reduce damages to under-
ground facilities, thereby reducing the loss of
service to the public and the loss of time and
money to excavators, utilities and taxpayers. 

And, our Shady Valley customers also can
contact the Tennessee One-Call Center by dial-
ing 8-1-1 from their homes or businesses located
in the 739 telephone exchange.

So, be safe, not sorry: Know what’s below... 
Call before you dig... Dial 811.

Boone Business Expo
SkyLine/SkyBest was among numerous area businesses to participate

in the annual Boone Business Expo, sponsored by the Boone Area
Chamber of Commerce, on Thursday, May 4, at Boone Mall. Chamber

President and CEO David Jackson, at left, stopped by the SkyLine/
SkyBest booth for a quick photo as he visited with our staff, other ex-
hibitors and the public. This year's expo also introduced free seminars

on a variety of topics for attendees throughout the day-long event.

Josh Lyalls shows students how to navigate the
Telepresence Robot using a tablet device.

SkyLine staff represented at this year's Career Fair
included Jeff Ashley, Peggy Winebarger, Zach

Davis, Josh Lyalls and Angie Miller.

Commemorative 
Cookbook

The recipes we
feature in our
monthly newsletter
come from SkyLine’s
commemorative 
cookbook. At just $15
each, they make great

gifts, and all proceeds will support
area food banks. 

Visit www.skybest.com or call Sky-
Line at 118 to order yours.


